Project Name:

Seeley Lake Wastewater Treatment Plant Project Phase I

Recipient:

Seeley Lake Missoula County Sewer District

Address:

P.O. Box 403, Seeley Lake, MT 59868

Amount Required:

$18,616,710

Project Description:

The largest employer in Seeley Lake and one of the largest in Missoula County recently closed citing it was
“crippled” by labor shortages driven by a lack of affordable housing, inflation, and lack of reliable timber
harvests. The town of Seeley Lake is a rural, isolated town that is unable to build additional housing because it
does not have a municipal water system and the existing septic system is beyond capacity and is contaminating

the groundwater. Building a water system will allow developers to invest in working families housing which
would support reopening of the mill and other residual businesses driving economic growth in the valley.
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Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Uashington, BL 205152601

March 27, 2026

The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairman Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
H-307, The Capitol 1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Re: Seeley Lake Wastewater Treatment Plant Project Phase 11

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro:

I am requesting funding for the Seeley Lake Wastewater Treatment Plant Project Phase II in
Fiscal Year 2027

The entity to receive funding for this project is Seeley Lake Missoula County Sewer District
located at P.O. Box 403, Seeley Lake, MT 59868.

The largest employer in Seeley Lake and one of the largest in Missoula County recently closed
citing it was “crippled” by labor shortages driven by a lack of affordable housing, inflation, and
lack of reliable timber harvests. The town of Seeley Lake is a rural, isolated town that is unable
to build additional housing because it does not have a municipal water system and the existing
septic system is beyond capacity and is contaminating the groundwater. Building a water system
will allow developers to invest in working families housing which would support reopening of
the mill and other residual businesses driving economic growth in the valley.

The project has a Federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes authorized by
section 42 U.S.C. 5305(a)(2).

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate
family.
Sincerely,

V. Zbe

Ryan Zinke
Member of Congress
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